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Plea for Help

By: Janet Cain, VP of Lifelong Friends
Pet Adoptions, Lago Vista, Texas
I ——

| am a volunteer with Lifelong Friends
Pet Adoptions (formerly Lago Vista
PAWS). We are a no-kill shelter in Lago
Vista, Texas. We are an anomaly in the
world of no-kill shelters because we
focus on saving the lives of stray and
abandoned dogs and cats, rather than
taking owner surrenders. For the past
11 years, we have accepted the most
challenging of rescue missions, and we
have been successful.

The downturn in the economy has
negatively affected donations, income
from fundraisers, and adoptions. We
are applying for grants as quickly as we
can, but as you can imagine, the
competition for those funds is very
fierce.

We currently have about 350 animals in
our care. Our monthly expenses run
about $15,000 - $20,000. Our biggest
expense is veterinary care. \We operate
at three times our optimal capacity,
with insufficient funding. We have a
few (under)paid part-time kennel
technicians.  The rest of us are
dedicated volunteers who contribute
our love, our time, and a large

proportion of the money needed to
keep the center afloat and make sure
the animals are cared for, happy, and
healthy.

Through our small shelter, thousands
of animals have found loving, forever
homes. Others have found a perma-
nent safe haven at our shelter. More
dogs and cats come every day, many of
them sick orinjured. We are very differ-
ent from most shelters, even those that
call themselves “no-kill.” Many of
those facilities find ways around the
no-kill philosophical mandate. To us,
every life is a precious gift, and we do
everything we can to save the animals
that come to our facility.

Here are some of the many animals we
have saved.

Barney, Murphy, and Twix were treated
and have fully recovered from Parvo.
Murphy was adopted by one of his
attending vets. Barney and Twix are
still available for adoption.

Coral came in emaciated with a puppy
rotting inside of her uterus. Four of her
ten newborn puppies were dead when
we rescued them, but we bottle fed the
six that were alive and all survived.
Coral and four of her babies are in
loving, forever homes. Two of the pups
are still looking for homes.

Every year, Lifelong Friends takes in
orphaned kittens. Because thisis a very
labor-intensive job, most shelters opt to
euthanize orphans. Rosemary has been
adopted and is in a loving, forever
home.

Lesa was rescued by a Lifelong Friends
volunteer. This kitty had a rope tied
around her neck. It was probably
placed there when she was a kitten. As
she grew, the noose tightened to the
point where she could barely swallow.
The rope became embedded in her skin
and had to be surgically removed.

We are in urgent need of donations to
keep our doors open and continue our
mission of saving lives. Tax-deductible
donations can be made online at
www.lifelongfriends.org or mailed to:
Lifelong Friends

PO Box 4100

Lago Vista, TX 78645

Sincerely,

Janet Cain, Vice President
Lifelong Friends Pet Adoptions
(formerly Lago Vista PAWS)

An Independent, 501(c)(3), No-Kill
Animal Center - Lago Vista, Texas
512-267-6876
www.lifelongfriends.org

A word from German Shepherd

Rescue of Orange County

German Shepherd Rescue of OC needs your
help more than ever! The current economy
has yielded more homeless shepherds than

Want to submit an article to
be featured in Winston's
Words? Contact us from

+ Donations in any amount
+ Sponsors for individual dogs
* Frontline and/or Advantage Flea Control

+ PetSmart or Petco Gift Cards in any amount

* Pre-paid phone cards for returning calls
* Rolls of postage stamps (for mailings)

ever in our rescue’s history.
Dogs are being abandoned
in shelters, left in back yards
of foreclosure properties,
dumped at public facilities,
or,in Soldiers case, tossed out
of atruck and left in a field.

the “contact us” portion of
our website with interest
no later than October 1.
www.helpsaveastray.com

* Printing services / Xeroxing services

+ Advertising in various media

* Free or low cost spay / neuter surgeries
« [tems for resale to benefit the dogs

+ Garage Sale or Ebay items in good condition

+ Links from your company or personal
website to www.gsroc.org
+ Small, economical pick up truck

+12' x 12' storage facility or sponsorship of same

+ Volunteers to help spread the word

your compassion and support.

mation about our

we need to the right.

We want to help as many

dogs as possible, but we can't do it without
Lives are
literally depending on us, so we are turning to
our fellow animal lovers to allow us to
continue this important work. For more infor-
go to
www.gsroc.org. You can view the list of things

rescue,
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